Press release

Messe Frankfurt refurbishes exhibition hall 6

5 March 2019
Markus Quint
Tel. +49 69 75 75-59 05
press@messefrankfurt.com
www.messefrankfurt.com

By the time the Frankfurt Book Fair opens its doors on 16 October
2019, featuring Norway as this year’s partner country, the technical
revitalisation of Hall 6 will have come to an end. Designed by
architect Martin Schoenmakers and brought into operation in time
for the 1963 Spring Fair, the exterior and interior of Hall 6 – which is
somewhat larger than its sister building Hall 5 – will look like new
again.
The technical renovation of the exhibition hall, which originally offered
over 35,000 square metres of exhibition space, began directly after the
end of the Frankfurt Book Fair in 2018. This involves largely gutting the
building and replacing its entire electrical system, its ventilation, cooling
and heating technology, its sanitary technology and its catering facilities.
Due to the large amount of space required by the state-of-the-art building
technology, Level 6.3 will be used as a technical control centre and will
no longer be available for exhibition space. As a result, the area
available for exhibitions in Hall 6 will be reduced by 8,764 square metres
to a total of approx. 26,000 square metres.
As Uwe Behm, Member of the Executive Board of Messe Frankfurt,
emphasises: “The revitalisation of Hall 6 is, after the reconstruction of the
Festhalle between 2005 and 2009, one of the largest renovation projects
to be undertaken by Messe Frankfurt. We are investing some 35 million
euros in the ongoing revitalisation as part of our efforts to maintain our
exhibition halls and achieve lasting improvements in the quality of the
Hall 6 venue.”
As well as modernising the building technology and electrical systems,
which includes replacing all control cabinets and wiring and switching all
lighting strips over to LED, the glass façades on the east and west sides
of the hall are being redesigned, including triple glazing. This is
necessary because the entire project is to adhere to the KfW 70
standard, which specifies a minimum energy efficiency for buildings. This
is based on the German Energy-Saving Ordinance (EnEV) which
determines the criteria for the modern, efficient building standard (KfW
100). KfW 70 is only permitted to use 70 percent of this energy.
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In recent years, the fire protection measures for the building were
already modernised in keeping with legal requirements. At the same
time, escalators, goods lifts and roller doors were brought in line with the
latest technical standard and the façade of Hall 6 was redesigned using
naturally-fired ceramic elements in various shades. As a result of this
overarching concept that is in keeping with the materials and colours of
its surroundings, it has been possible to create another striking and
unique hall on the exhibition grounds. From the north in particular, Hall 6
is now clearly identifiable as a part of Messe Frankfurt.
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Background information on Messe Frankfurt
Messe Frankfurt is the world’s largest trade fair, congress and event organiser with its own
exhibition grounds. With more than 2,500* employees at 30 locations, the company generates
annual sales of around €715* million. Thanks to its far-reaching ties with the relevant sectors
and to its international sales network, the Group looks after the business interests of its
customers effectively. A comprehensive range of services – both onsite and online – ensures
that customers worldwide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibility when planning,
organising and running their events. The wide range of services includes renting exhibition
grounds, trade fair construction and marketing, personnel and food services. With its
headquarters in Frankfurt am Main, the company is owned by the City of Frankfurt
(60 percent) and the State of Hesse (40 percent).
For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com
*preliminary figures 2018
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